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97-175 May 22, 1997 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 
JORNS CALLS ON LEGISLATORS TO SUPPORT EDUCATION FUNDING REFORM 
CHARLESTON -- Eastern Illinois University President David Jorns today called 
on area legislators to support an elementary and secondary education funding reform 
proposal that significantly cuts local property taxes and offsets those cuts with 
additional state dollars. 
Jorns pointed to principles of a funding reform proposal developed in recent 
weeks by a committee of eight legislators working with Gov. Jim Edgar's staff. Those 
principles include a significant and permanent cut in local property taxes for education 
coupled with an increase in the state income tax to offset the loss of local funds and 
bring all schools to a minimum funding level. 
The funding shift would assure that no school district loses money and that 
every Illinois student receives a minimum level of education funding -- at least $4,225 
per pupil. 
Jorns noted that funding problems faced by elementary and secondary schools 
cannot be remedied with existing state revenues. An increase in revenues for schools 
is needed, and the income tax is the fairest method of raising those revenues, he said. 
-more-
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Jorns said the change in education funding is needed to reduce funding 
inequities in elementary and secondary schools across Illinois, and to help all Illinois 
students graduate from high school adequately prepared for higher education or to join 
the work force. The funding reform proposal will help hundreds of thousands more 
Illinois school children prepare to compete in an increasingly competitive global 
economy, Jorns said . 
The proposal recognizes that money alone cannot improve Illinois schools. It 
includes structural reforms to help assure that elementary and secondary schools are 
producing the right results, Jorns added. 
Jorns urged area legislators to remember their campaign promises and cast their 
votes based on their personal commitment to better quality education for the children 
of their districts. 
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